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Lauer Tender Advice, &c. 


Tv all that ah [iiving inn ah 


taking Delight in the Plea- 
ſures and fading Delights 


that are to be enjoyed in this 
World. 


1 Tim. v. vi. 
Bat ſhe that liveth in Pleaſure, is dead 
while Jy” liveth.. 


3 . 4 2 " 2 1 2 — 
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H E Tord having at this time 
brought the Senfe of your ſad 
and deplorable State, if lived and dy- 
ed in, with great Weight and Ten- 
derneſs before me; and from a Con - 


Az. ftraint 


— 


/ 
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5 fraint of his Love, which I felt in 


my Heart to roule towards you, 
was I moved to write thus unto you, 
to deſire and intreat you to ſtand 


Fit, and confider what the end of 


theſe Pleaſures will be, and not to 
ruſh into them, as an Herſe into the 
Battle : But conſider that you have 
a never-dying Soul to Save or Loſe, 


which lyeth at Stake: And when the | 


time ſhall come, that this Body ſhall 
return to the Earth from whence it 
came, that the Soul ſhall then launch 
forth into the vaſt Ocean of Eterni- 
ty, and ſhall receive a Reward ac- | 
cording to the Deeds done in the Bo- 
dy, either Everlaſting Joy and Feli- 
city, which 1s a glorious Portion, or 
Everlaſting Wo and Miſery, which is 
a diſmal Portion. Therefore it ought 


to be our greateſt Concern and Care, 


to fee that we ſo Live, that we may 
not be afraid to Dye ; for it is a cer- 
tain and undeniable Truth, that is 
left upon Record in the 16th of Job, 
When a few Years is come, then ſhall I 
go the way whence 1 ſhall not return. 


And | 
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And he faith in anorher place, The 


ye of him that hath ſeen me, ſhall Je 


me no more, Job 7. 8. Oh! ſurely w 


may ſay fo too; for the Eyes that ſee 
us now, when it may be we are lively 


and well, {hall ! in time ſee us no more. 


All of us muſt, in one Day or other, 


ſubmit to the 'ſtroke of Death, that 


deprives Man, and ſeparates Man from 
his Pleaſures and Delights: And I 


do believe that there is none (except 
Atheiſts, who wickedly believe there 
is no God ) but what would gladly 
have a Portion and an Inheritance a- 


mong the People of God; many would 


che the Death of the Rrghteous, but alaſs 
here is That that hinders them; they 


would Live and Act the Life of the 
Unrighteous : So I would have none 


deceive themſelves with a ſaying, that 


they would gladly oye the Death of the 
Lien they are Hani Break 
Pains, by expoſing their Healths and 


Etſtates to Ruine, in liying the Life 
of rhe ungodly. 


Oh ! Friends, Country-r -men and 
W omen, do not let ſuck a weighty 


A 3 Matter, 


- "Lu 


Matter, as the good and everlaſting 


Welfare of your Souls, be ſo ſlightly 


and careleſly paſſed by, I do intreat 


you ; but be concerned for the Ho- 
nour of God, and for the Good of 
your own Souls, and for the Good of 
the Souls of your Fellow-Creatures, 


more than any thing that is to be en- 
joyed in this World, Oh ! be pre- 


vailed upon to let the time paſt be 

ſufficient. N 
But ir may be ſome poor Soul, 

whom the Lord may be ſtriving with 


(and may be at times letting them 


{ee what a (ad State they have brought 
themſelves into, by doing thoſe things 
with delight that he hath often reprov'd 
them for) may be near deſpair, think - 
ing that.the Lord will not have Mer- 
cy on them: But to ſuch I fay, I 


believe that theſe and many {ſuch 


Thoughts are brought inta the Mind 


. by the Enemy of Man's Happineſs, 
who would have them think, that 


the Lord will never have Mercy on 


them; and will bring to their remem- 


brance, many times, the Sins they did 
THE knowingly 


£93 


| knowingly act, contrary to the Mind 
and Will of God made known to 


them. 


Well, if any poor Soul, into whoſe 
Hands theſe few Lines may come, 


ſhould be ready to be carried away 


into Deſpair, by theſe ſuggeſtions of 
the Enemy of their Happineſs ; for 
by his ſo ſuggeſting, they may lee 


where he would have them ſtil} re- 


main: Unto fuch I fay, what hath 


the Lord brought to your remem- 


brance the Wages of ſuch Works that 


you have been working with great 
Pleaſure and Delight ? And you, in 
the - ſenſe thereof, abhor your ſelves 
for ſo diſpleaſing that God that made 
you, and that hath followed you one 
time after another, ſtriving with you 


to break off your Sins, and letting 


you ſee what would come upon you, 
if you would not be prevailed upon 
by him. I fay, if the Lord is fo bring- 
ing your former miſpent Time to your 


| Remembrance, it is a manifeft Token 


that he is ſtill waiting to beGracious un- 


e by calling you to come to him; 


„„ 
for if it were not ſo, he would not 
thus bring the ſenſe of the miſerable- 


neſs of your Conditions before you: 
Therefore be encouraged, and truſt in 


his Mercies. In the firſt Chapter of 


Iſaiah, you may read how that the 


Lord called Heaven and Earth to wit- 


neſs againſt. that rebellious People, upon 


whom he waited to be Gracious; 
when he ſays, Hear, O Heavens and 
give Ear, O Earth! for the Lord hath 


ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and brought up 


 Chilaren, and they have recelled againſt | 


me : Why ſhould they be ſtricken any 


more, you will Revolt more and more : 


Therefore he ſaid, When ye ſpead forth | 


your Hanas, I will hide mine Eyes from 
you, O diſmal State indeed ! Yea, 
when you make many Prayers, I will not 
k Of - 
Thus may you ſee, how the Lord 
ſighted, and regarded not the Prayers 
of the Children of J/raz/, tho? they 
were his Choſen People, when their 
Hearts were gone from him; for ſays 


he, Tour Hands are fall of Blood. Oh! 
that this Srate may not be the Por- 
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tion of any one; but more eſpecial] 
ſuch whom the Lord hath done ſo 
wonderfully for, is the Deſire of my 


Soul. 

But, Oh ! the Love of God, that 
paſſeth the Underſtandings of Men ! 
Oh! How anſearchable are his TJuag- 
ments, and his Ways paſt finding out ! 


Oh! the Love: Oh! the Mercy: Oh! 
the Pity, of the tender merciful God, 
to the Children of Men, tho' they 


have rebelled againſt him : Oh ! how 
doth he daily manifeſt his Bowels of 


_ Compaſſion, that yearns over the 


Workmanſhip of his hands, tho' they 
have wilfully rebelled againſt him, by 


his ſaying unto them, Waſh ye, make 
Je clean; put away the Evil of your 


doings from before mine Eyes : Ceaſe to 
ao Evil, learn to do well, ſeek Judgment; 
relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Father- 


les, plead for the Widow ; for it is up- 


on no other terms, than ceaſing from 
doing Evil, and learning to ao Well, 
that the Lord promiſed to come and 
reaſon with Man; and if his Sing had 
been as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as 
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Snow; and tho? they be red like Crimſon, 


they ſhall be as Wool ; if ye be willing 
and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of 
the Land (not elſe) but if ye refuſe 
and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured: 


Oh! conſider ſeriouſly, I entrea 


you (as one that is concerned for the 
Good and everlaſting Welfare of your 
Souls) that for us to live, and ſpend 
our Time in Vanity, when the Lord 

reproves us time atter time for it, is 
enough to Anger and Provoke the 


Lord, to ſay to us, as he did to ſome 


that he had called to, but they had 


refuſed his Call; he had ſtretched out 
his Hand, and they had not regarded 


his Love in ſtretching it out to them; 


which angered him ſo much, that he 


{aid to them (that is, to thoſe that 
refuled his Call, and that regarded 


not the ſtretching forth of his Hands 
unto them) Toa ſhall call, but I will 
not anſwer ; you ſhall ſeek me, but ſhall 


wot find me; you. ſhall call upon me in 
your Diſtreſs, but I will not bear you ; 


you ſhall cry to me, but I will not an- 


ſwer 3 bat I will langh at your C alami. 
5 _ ty, 


75 and mock when Jour Fear ſhall come 


upon you as Deſolation, and your De- 
ſtruction ſhall come upon you as a Whirl- 
A . 
Indeed, this will be ſad for us in 
our Diſtreſs, to call upon the Lord 
for help, and he not to regard, but 

to ſtop his Ear againſt us, inſtead of 
heark'ning to us. Oh! methinks the 
very Thoughts of this is Terrible; 
What then will the Condition be? 
Surely Tongue will not be able to 
expreſs the Miſery of ſuch who are 
in this Condition: Therefore for the 
Lord's ſake, w ho hath been ſo loving un- 
to you; and for your own poor Soul's 
ſake, conſider, that all theſe fading 
Pleaſures and Delights, that are in 
this World to be injoyed, will at 
Death leave us; and then for us to 
receive everlaſting Wo and Miſery, 
tor abuſing thoſe great Mercies and 
Favours of Love, that the Lord hath 
been pleaſed to make us pertakers of 
( which he hath not made many per- 
takers of, who it may be were more 
worthy of them then we) will be 
Terrible 


RE” „ 
bs Terrible indeed. I remember I have 
read a Verſe that ſaid : 


What Mars Condition can be worſe ? 
Than his whom Plenty Starve, and 
( Bleſangs Curſe, 


And all this while paſs among Men 
for Chriſtians. Oh ! therefore, for 
ſhame, ſtop your Mouths, all you 
pretended Followers of holy Jelus, |, 
whilſt you live in ſuch vain Delights; 
for you know that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt took no delight in ſuch Plea- 
ſures, but told his Followers plainly, 
that they muſt not expect ſuch things; 
but bids them, Lay up for themſelves 
Treaſure in Heaven ( whillt they were 
on the Earth, and not to lay up for 
_ themſelves a Treaſure of Everlaſting 
Wo and Miſery, by doing deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace; and by not mak- 
ing a right Improvement of that Gift 
or Talent that came from Heaven: 
| for, fays he unto them, Where your 
i Treaſure is, there will your Heart be | 
alſo ; the Deſire and Affections of their 
A Hearts, 
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| , of others Offerings to thee, if thou 
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| Hearts, was to be in Heaven, though 
they were on the Earth; their Hearts 


was not to be in the Earth, tho? on 


the Earth, as many of yours is, which 


w1ll prove to your everlaſting Sorrow, 


if you have not a great Care. 


And I do defire that none (into 


whoſe Hands theſe few Lines may 
come) may look over them in Scorn 


or Derifion, thinking that he that 


writ them, might as well ſate ſtil], be- 


ing there is many Treatiſes that doth 
treat of the ſame Subject, far beyond 


_ theſe Lines; to ſuch I fay, I could 


been gladly willing to have let them 


alone, but I could not ſo eaſily be 
_ Cleared ; for I ſaid in my Heart, that 
What could ſuch a poor ſimple One as 
I offer? Or, What would ſuch a ſmall 
Mite as mine do, ſeeing there is ſo 


many that hath caſt into the Trea- 
{ury abundance ? Well, theſe thoughts 
would not clear me; for it came 


before me, What is the abundance of 


others caſting into the Treaſury to 
thee? Or, what ſignifies the largeneſs 


caſt 


[14] 


caſt not in, or offer nothing; remem· 


ber the poor Widow, that caſt into 
the Treaſury but two Mites, yet ſhe 
was not rejected, nor her Offering 


thrown by; for as ſhe had but little, 


The could but caſt in little; and as the 


others caſt in abundance, it was be- 
cauſe they had abundance ; for the 
Lord looks not at the Offering, as at 


the Integrity and Uprightheartedneſs 


of the Offerer: So I believe that the 
Lord brought theſe things into my re- 
membrance for your Incouragment, ho- 
ping the Lord will give a Bleffing unto 


it, into whoſe Hand and Arm of Di- 


vine Providence, do I commit you, with 


my own Soul, deſiring, if any, by God's 


Bleſſing theſe few Lines, ſhould reap 
any Benefit by them, give him the 
Praiſe of it (and then my End in wri- 
ting them will be anſwered) for it is 
his own Works alone that can truly 


Praiſe him, who is worthy of all Praiſe, 
Honour and Glory, for evermore. Amen. 


021.41 151 16350) os Paal Croſs. 


Ring ton upon Hill, tlie 
- firft Month, 1703. 
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